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How can I benefit from COORDINATE activities?
SUMMER SCHOOLS

Location: Bamberg, Germany
Date: July 10-14, 2023
Deadline for Applications: April 16. 2023 (bursaries will be available)
https://www.coordinate-network.eu/event-details/call-for-applications-2nd-coordinate-summer-school



First COORDINATE Summer School –
June 20-24, 2022 at the University of
Essex
Blog
Event materials

Summer school 2024: Barcelona, Spain
at the Catalan Youth Observatory

SUMMER SCHOOLS

https://www.coordinate-network.eu/post/the-1st-summer-school-on-longitudinal-analysis
https://www.coordinate-network.eu/events-materials



STATISTICAL COURSES

Date: 26th – 27th September 2023; Location: Zagreb, Croatia 
Topics:  

- Day 1: Cross-lagged mediation analysis of longitudinal (panel) data 
- Day 2: Latent growth modelling 

Short online course "Methodological and Analytical Aspects of
Longitudinal Research" - in mid-November 

May 2022 - Data Wrangling and
Data  Visualization (in R). 
Use of Gender and Generation Programme data. 

(Events materials: https://www.coordinate-network.eu/events-materials)



Transnational Access Visits (TAV)

The programme offers researchers in Europe, working in the area of child
and youth wellbeing, the opportunity to visit and gain access to 
international birth cohort, panel and cross-sectional survey data residing
in participating countries.

Many datasets available virtually, but many are complex and require
experienced researchers to support new users, and provide guidance on 
how to navigate the data.

Transnational visits (TAV) provide access to DATA & PERSONNEL who
are expert in the data.

(https://www.coordinate-network.eu/transnational-visits) 



More on Transnational Access Visits (TAV)

The programme funds collaborative research visits of five working 
days (one week) to fifteen working days (three weeks) in duraƟon. 

 
Visits can be split across different weeks where appropriate (and 
where this does not exceed the budget) .

 
Applicants will be reimbursed up to €1,250 per week to cover 
travel, accommodaƟon, and subsistence during their visit .

 
Programme open to academic researchers from PhD students to 
full professors, as well as policy practitioners and other researchers 
or analysts working in EU countries and associated states.

Call open till 
April 3rd



Host Institutions & Datasets

University College Dublin, Ireland: Growing up in Ireland (GUI) & Children’s School Lives (CSL)  
Manchester Metropolitan University, UK: Children’s Worlds (ISCWEB), National Child 
Development Survey (NCDS), British Cohort Survey (BCS70), Millennium Cohort Survey (MCS), 
Next Steps (LSYPE), IPPR Tax-benefit Module 
Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute, The Hague: Generations and Gender 
programme (GGP) 
University of Essex, UK: British Household Panel Survey (BHPS), Understanding Society 
(UKHLS), Cross National Equivalent Files (CNEF), German Socio-Economic Panel Study (SOEP) 
and UK Data Service (UKDS) 
Centerdata, Tilburg, The Netherlands: Longitudinal Internet Studies for the Social Sciences 
(LISS) 
European Centre, Vienna, Austria: Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe 
(SHARE) 
Institut National d'Études Démographiques Paris, France: ELFE (Etude Longitudinale 
Française depuis l'Enfance), Pandora 
IPSOS, Berlin, Germany: EU Kids Online (EUKO).

Info on the institutes 
and short VIDEO



AGENDA FOR TUESDAY, 28th March 2023

9:00 - 10:30 Data discovery, longitudinal and secondary 
data: lecture and hands-on
Sonja Bezjak and Irena Vipavc Brvar, Slovenian 
Social Science Data Archives

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break

11:00 - 12:00 Update your DMP
Sonja Bezjak and Irena Vipavc Brvar, Slovenian 
Social Science Data Archives

12:00 - 12:30 Wrapping up the workshop

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch



Data discovery, secondary and
longitudinal data: lecture and hands-on

Irena Vipavc Brvar and Sonja Bezjak 
Slovenian Social Science Data Archives

Workshop
Ljubljana, Slovenia  
27 – 28 March 2023



CESSDA DMEG



Four ways we can use archived data

Use of study design/methodology (e.g. data collection tools  (interview 
schedules & survey questions) or sampling strategies)

Teaching : Subject-based or research methods, 
Datasets made for training purposes – e.g. easySHARE

New analysis: one or multiple data sources e.g. combine micro and macro, just 
secondary data or secondary data combined with primary data

Replication 



Types of data: level of analysis

Macro data

Aggregate
about populations,  groups, regions and countries 
constructed by combining information on lower level units 
(e.g. unemployment rate, fertility) 
System level
characteristics of higher-level units such as the state or 
the political system  e.g. electoral system (PR or single-
member districts) and member of EU 

Meso data data on collective and cooperative actors such as 
commercial companies, organizations or political parties

Microdata data from individual units (often people or  households) 
often from surveys, a census and administrative records 



Types of data: time

Cross-sectional one-point of time (a snap shot)
usually information on multiple cases and variables

Repeated cross 
sectional

cross-sectional surveys repeated with new samples
data from the different samples allows analysis of 
trends

Time series

series of data points in time order (often equally 
spaced in time)
aggregate macro data are often time-series data.
time points may come from sample surveys e.g. 
unemployment from labour force surveys

Longitudinal
follow the same units over time e.g. household panel 
studies collect information from a sample of 
households in regular ‘waves’ 



Identifying data needs

Research Question

Key concepts

• Key features
• Multidimensional
• Groups of people
• Dependent/ 

independent variables

How to operationalise?
(concepts can be complex and difficult to 

measure)

• What variables/multiple variables?
• Comparable/established measures (e.g. 

Schwarz Human Values)

What is the ideal dataset for addressing 
this question?

(Compromises needed in reality)



Identifying data needs

Population

• Who are you 
concerned with? 

• e.g. 
people/adults/EU 
citizens, migrants, 
local authorities

Geography

• e.g. specific countries or 
regions, 

• all EU countries or A10 
countries  (2004)

Time

• As most recent as possible
• a specific period  (e.g. 2008-

2018)
• a long a period as possible 
• data from people at 

multiple time points?

Unit of 
analysis

• individuals, households, 
regions or countries?

Study design 
and sample

• Do you need 
representative (random) 
sample?

• Size (large sample for 
inferences about small 
groups) 



CESSDA DMEG



DATA DISCOVERY
Where do I start

Digital archives collecting, preserving and displaying datasets, 
related documentation and metadata. 

Data repositories 

Types of repository

institutional 
research data 

repositories e.g. 
universities

general purpose 
repositories  e.g. 
Zenodo, Figshare, 

Harvard Dataverse

domain-specific 
trusted repositories 

(e.g. CESSDA archives) 
- focus on high-quality 
data with a potential 

for reuse



Search: by subject, content type and country
For data archives with a certificate (a trusted repository), 
open access or for data sets that have a persistent identifier

DATA DISCOVERY
Registries



European social science data archives 

Data collections include:
• variation between archives
• quantitative data - major source of individual level data
• qualitative
• outputs of 

• major academic projects 
• government/policy
• small research teams 
• individual researchers

• recent and less recent data
• different languages

19



National data services 

Activities include:
• checking the quality of data and metadata,
• maintaining catalogues,
• managing access to data through appropriate licensing, 
• obtaining data and
• training for both those creating and using data.

Archiving Discovery 
and reuse



CESSDA DATA CATALOGUE



Slovenian Social Science Data Archives 
(ADP)

• Founded in 1997
• Slovenian national data repository for social sciences
• 700 + social science surveys with data in a data catalogue
• cca. 100 users registered yearly (90 % education, 10 % 

scientific/research purpose)

• Oldest data sets in the archive (public 
opinion polls) are from 1966

• Wide range of topics covered 
• In most cases data relates only to 

Slovenia / few international
• Metadata in SI and EN, datafiles mostly 

in SI



UK Data Service

Access to the UK’s largest collection of social, 
economic and population data
Support for users with training and guidance.

• Major UK and cross-national 
surveys

• Longitudinal studies 
(household panel and cohort 
studies)

• UK Census 1971-2011
• Qualitative data collections
• Research data in a researcher 

repository (Reshare)



Cross-national studies 

International survey research programmes include many European countries

International Social Survey Programme (ISSP)

European Social Survey (ESS)

European Values Survey  (EVS)

Eurobarometer (EB)

Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement Europe (SHARE)

Generations and gender programme (GGP) 



CESSDA DMEG



ELSST – European Language Social Science Thesaurus



ELSST – European Language Social Science Thesaurus



CESSDA Data Catalogue (https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/) 



CESSDA Data Catalogue (https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/) 





CESSDA Data Catalogue (https://datacatalogue.cessda.eu/) 

Direct link to Study via provider‘s catalogue



International Social Survey Programme (ISSP)

• annual programme (started in 1984)
• cross-national collaboration 
• rotating thematic modules e.g.

• Family and Changing Gender Roles: 1998, 1994, 2002, 2012
• Work Orientations: 1989, 1997, 2005, 2015
• Social Inequality: 1987, 1992, 1999, 2009, 2019



https://search.gesis.org/



https://search.gesis.org/



European Social Survey (ESS)

• A biennial cross-national survey (started in 2002)
• Highest methodological standard
• Freely available data for 41 countries (31 in R9 /2018)

Probably most used / 
cited data. 





EUROPEAN VALUES STUDY (ATLAS)



EUROPEAN VALUES STUDY (ATLAS)



Examples: Longitudinal studies

- Household panel studies 
- Following households over time and asking questions on a 
broad range of topics such as household composition, 
employment, earnings, health, social and political 
participation and life-satisfaction

• German Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP)
• Understanding society (and the British Household Panel 

Study)
• Swiss Household Panel



Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in 
Europe (SHARE)

• longitudinal study
• more than 140,000 individuals aged 50 
• 27+ European countries and Israel
• micro data on health, socio-economic status and social and family 

networks



Five key data providing organizations

Eurostat – Statistics office of European Union

LIS - harmonised socio-economic micro datasets

OECD – key source of comparable statistical, economic and social data 

World Bank - Free and open access to global development data

IMF - time series data on economic and financial indicators



Metadata for Official Statistics



Source: MISSY



Finding data in practice 

Searching can be 
hard
•Too many results
•No results
•Results not 
relevant

Evaluate search terms
•How well do they relate to 
your data needs? 

•Spelling/language
•“Exact terms”, Boolean Logic 
(AND OR) – check how 
search tool works

Sort, filter, advance search
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Metadata and documentation

• Catalogue records (with links to documentation)
• Quality can vary
• Efforts to improve data documentation
• Check for helpdesks/training 

Metadata ("data 
about data“)

• descriptors that facilitate cataloguing data and data 
discovery. 

Documentation • user guides, survey questionnaires, interview schedules 
and fieldwork notes



What to look for when assessing quality?

CESSDA Training Working Group (2017)

Metadata ("data about data“):
• Why the data was created?
• What the dataset contains?
• How data was collected?
• Who collected the data and when?
• How was the data processed?
• Any manipulations done to the data?
• What quality assurance procedures were 

used?



Accessing data

CESSDA Training Working Group (2017)

Now finally,  I’ve found some great data, how to I get it?

• Licenses 

• Access process 

• Getting started



Data access arrangements 1

Open data
any user, no 
registering 
(acknowledge 
source)

Registration 
• often with 

institutional user 
name and password

• may wait for user 
name or password

• register use of data

Terms and 
conditions 
• not trying to identify 

individuals, households 
or organisations

• not distributing data to 
others 

• “data is for non-
commercial use only” or 
for “use in research or 
teaching” only. 

Download 
from catalogue (but 
sometimes complete 
a request form)

Images by CESSDA Training Working Group (2017)



Data access arrangements 2

• Sometimes permission from the data owners required 
• Sensitive or confidential data = more strict (and lengthy) 

process 
• Some services operate a dedicated safe room or safe access 

service 
• Access by users outside the country can be prohibited for 

confidential data
• Free (except for commercial use and supplementary 

services) 

If you are unsure, ask the relevant data service for help. 



And finally…remember to cite data

Why? • It gives credit the data creators 
• It makes data easier to find 

How?

• Give enough information to locate the 
exact version of the data

• Look for recommended citation
• Use persistent identifiers  (Digital Object 

Identifier - DOI)
CESSDA Training Working Group (2017)



Source: IASSIST – Quick guide to Data Citation

Hafner-Fink, M. and Malešič, M. (2016). Slovenian Public Opinion 2015: 
Work Orientation (ISSP 2015), Role of Government (ISSP 2016), Mirror of 
public opinion and National Security Survey [Data file]. Ljubljana: 
University of Ljubljana, Social Science Data Archives. ADP – IDNO: SJM15. 
https://doi.org/10.17898/ADP_SJM15_V1



www.cessda.eu/DMEG



CESSDA DMEG

GROUP WORK: 
Work in pairs and try to 
find data that will cover 
topics identified 
yesterday.



Update your DMP
Irena Vipavc Brvar and Sonja Bezjak 

Slovenian Social Science Data Archives

Workshop
Ljubljana, Slovenia  
27 – 28 March 2023



Instructions for hands on session

Work in pairs 30 minutes 
You brought a draft data management plan to the workshop. 
In pairs, review the draft plan and update it with the information 
you have gained from the workshop. 
We, will are available for questions and dilemmas.

Group discussion 20 minutes
This will followed by group discussion, sharing experiences and 
finding best solutions. 
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